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Housekeeping . . . 
 

• This presentation focuses on General Sessions level cases 

• This presentation assumes you have assessed the case and 

negotiated a plea deal for your client 

• This presentation will not cover anything but will offer you best 

practices and CYA pointers 

• This presentation is guaranteed NOT to provide any case law 

citations and summaries 
 

Guilty Plea Basics 
 

• 3 Types of Guilty Pleas 

•  Plea of Guilt 

•  Nolo Contendere 

•  Alford plea 

BP:  Be familiar with the judge 
 

Guilty Plea - Essential Elements 
 

• Knowing, voluntary & intelligent 

• Factual Basis 

• Plea Agreement/Terms 

BP:  Get written plea agreement; discuss with judge terms if sensitive issues 
 

Guilty Plea - Prep Work 
 

• Element/Penalty Sheet 

• Consequences of Plea 

• Plea Colloquy Sheet 

• Mitigation Witnesses 

• Sentencing Sheet(s) 

• Prep Client 
 

 

 



Guilty Plea - In the Courtroom 
 

• Sign Client Up 

• Entering the Plea 

• BP:   If there are any issues with factual basis, discuss it with 

solicitor BEFORE signing the plea 

• BP:   Try to interview victim during investigation.  

• Sentencing 
 

Mitigation 
 

“Investigations into mitigating evidence should comprise efforts to discover 

all reasonable available mitigating evidence and evidence to rebut any 

aggravating evidence that may be introduced by the prosecutor.” 

Retired Justice Sandra Day O’Connor 

US Supreme Court 
 

 

Goal of Sentencing 
 

Present a narrative about the client that explains  

1. how and why he arrived at the point in his life where he committed 

his crime,  

2. how he will avoid wrongdoing in the future 

3. Why the judge should feel confident that your proposed punishment 

will address protecting society, rehab and deterrence.  
 

Sentencing – Prep Work 
 

• Develop Client’s Social History 

• Address Behavior Issues 

• Documentation 

• Determine who will be witnesses & PREP them 

• Solicitor’s Position 

• Know the Judge 
 



Sentencing – Tools 
 

• Live Witnesses 

• Letters & Documentation 

• Sentencing Memorandum 

• Mitigation Video 
 

Probation Violation 
 

• Goal 

• Show that “violation” is not willful 

• Show that judge can address “violation” is a way that minimize 

or avoid jail time 

 

• Supervision Levels 

• Low 

• Standard 

• High 

• Community Supervision 

 

• Arrest Warrant 

• Citation 

• Administrative Hearing 

• Compliance 

• No Reporting 

• Not paying Money 

• Dirty screens 

• New Conviction 
 

• Types of Hearings 

• Admission 

• Evidentiary 

 

 

 



Probation Violation (Cont’d) 
 

• Documents to Review 

 

• Original Sentencing Sheet (Transcripts ???) 

• Form 1106 

• Affidavits of Community Complaints 

• Probation Ledger Report 
 

• Take time to investigate 

 

• Talk to people 

• Go look for yourself 

 

•  Determine consequences and exposure 

 

• Not Reporting 

 

• Financial  

 

• must be willful 

• Financial Declaration 

 

• Dirty Screens 

 

• Rehab options 

 

• New Charges Pending 

 

• Continue until charges resolved 

 

• Community Supervision 

•  

• CS and Probation 

• Violation results in starting all over 



Administrative Monitoring 
 

• Community Supervision 

 

• CS and Probation 

• Violation results in starting all over 

 

 

 
 

 

 


